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September in History Pakistan’s standing in the global rankings

September 30, 1947:

Pakistan becomes member of
United Nations (UN) by a
unanimous vote of the Security
Council.

September 11, 1948:
Founding  father of nation
Quaid-e-Azam dies in Karachi

due to stroke.

September 14, 1948:
Khwaja Nazimuddin becomes
Governor General of Pakistan.

September 6, 1950:

General ~ Mohammad — Ayub
Khan, the first Pakistani, is
appointed C-in-C of Pakistan
Army.

September 12, 1956:

Huseyn Shaheed Subarwardy
assumes office of appointed Prime
Minister.

September 16 1959:

Government establishes Islamic
Research Institute.

September 9, 1960:

Pakistan achieved its first Gold
Medal in Olympics, defeating
India in hockey by 1-0 at Rome.

September 17, 1964:

Fatima Jinnabh filed her paper as
candidate for the Presidential
election.

September 23, 1990:
Sandak project signed between
Pakistan and China at Beijing.

Overview

Pakistan observed a slight improvement in the overall international rankings in 2018 covering socio-economic and
political outcomes of the country. Several elements complemented the prospects including successful democratic
transition,efficient counter-terrorism measures leading to enhanced peace and security, and foreign direct investment
inflows under CPEC, among others. Albeit, decoupling economic growth from human development suggests that the
country needs to enhance its scores in health, education and standard of living by ensuring political will, equitable
financing and efficient governance to ensure parallel growth for marginalized segments as well. Civil and political
liberties must grow hand in hand to ensure a conducive environment for democratic dialogue and accountability which
ultimately supports its nation building process.

DEMOCRACY INDEX

Pakistan ranked 112th out of 167 countries in the Democracy Index scoring
4.17 out of 10 in 2018 compared to 4.26 in 2017.

Index from O (authoritarian regime) to 10 (full democracy)

Compiled based on indicators covering: Electoral process and pluralism, Civil liberties,
Functioning of government, Political participation, and Political culture.

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT INDEX

Pakistan ranked 150th out of 189 countries in the Human Development Index scoring
0.562 out of 1.000 in 2018 compared to 0.560 out of 1.000 in 2017.

Index from O (low development) to 1 (very high development)
Compiled based on indicators covering: life expectancy, education, and per capita income

PRESS FREEDOM INDEX

Pakistan ranked 139th out of 180 countries in the Press Freedom Index scoring
43.24 out of 100 in 2018 compared to 43.55 in 2017.

Index from 0 (most press freedom) to 100 (least press freedom)

Compiled based on indicators covering: pluralism, media independence, environment
and self-censorship, legislative framework, transparency, and infrastructure.

TERRORISM INDEX

Pakistan ranked 5th out of 163 countries in the Terrorism Index scoring
8.18 out of 10 in 2018 compared to 8.40 in 2017.

Index from O (lowest impact) to 10 (highest impact)

Compiled based on indicators covering : Total number of terrorist incidents in a given year, total number of
fatalities caused by terrorism in a given year, total number of injuries causedby terrorism in a given year
and the approximate level of total property damage from terrorist incidents in a given year.

ECONOMIC FREEDOM INDEX

Pakistan ranked 131st out of 180 countries in the Economic Freedom Index scoring
54.4 out of 100 in 2018 compared to 52.8 out of 100 in 2017.

Index from O (repressed) to 100 (free)

Compiled based on indicators covering: Market openness, Regulatory efficiency,
Government size and the rule of law.

Positive Post is a strategic effort to project achievement and contributions of Pakistan. While showcasing Greenwich
University’s cultural diplomacy initiatives, it also encapsulates a compilation of different developments

complementing Pakistan’s socio-cultural, economic and Political outcomes.




Defence Day at Greenwich University

Greenwich University commemorated Pakistan's Defence Day on
September 6,2019 at its Karachi Campus. The event featured doc-
umentaries of martyrs, national songs and speeches highlighting
the sacrifices for sovereignty and honor. The seminar also featured
a special emphasis on the commendable resistance of innocent
Kashmiri people against the atrocious state terrorism of the Indian
state.

By Ali Jillani
Head, Diplomatic Affairs

Of the 1965 vrar
People of Kashmir

Seema Mughal, Vice Chancellor, emphasized that love for the
motherland must be the top most priority for every Pakistani. The
principle of national sovereignty must go hand in hand with our
quest for globalization. She also pressed that Kashmir’s right to
self determination must be respected on the basis of humanitarian
considerations. She encouraged the young students of arts, media
and social sciences to play their role in supporting Kashmiri nar-
rative through social media.

Ali Jillani, Head - Diplomatic Affairs, explained how globalization




has changed the dynamics of geo-strategics underlining that Pak-
istanis must bring more to leverage the socio-economic and polit-
ical stability of the country. He admired Kashmiri resistance
unmasking the abuse of human rights by the so-called largest
democracy in the world violating several UN resolutions, and
called on the international community to stand by the values they
cherish and propagate. He pressed that UN should play a proactive
role in mediating the conflict to avoid a nuclear catastrophe affect-
ing millions.

Mr. Igbal Jamil, Lecturer Media Studies department, appreciated
the tireless efforts of our forces in defense of the country and em-
phasized that every Pakistani stands shoulder to shoulder with
them. He condemned the violence of Indian state against the in-
nocent people of Kashmir and called upon people from all walks
of life to support Kashmiri call for justice. He also thanked his
peers for helping him coordinate the event.

The seminar resolved that Indian economic diplomacy must not
be allowed to hegemonize the discourse on Kashmir and should
held accountable for its carnage in Kashmir. The seminar also em-
phasized that governmental efforts must be complemented by civil

society initiatives across global fora to advocate Kashmir’s right to
self-determination. A large number of students, faculty and guests
attended the event commemorating Pakistan's Defence Day and
expressing solidarity with Kashmir.

Pakistan - Mauritius
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Prime Minister Imran Khan with Chinese President

X1 Jinpin
Prime Minister Imran Khan will
soon visit China to discuss expansion
of projects under the CPEC frame-
work, planning minister said.

Minister for Planning, Development
and Reform Makhdum Khusro said
the PM’s upcoming visit to China
would further bolster ties between
two strategic partners.

“During the visit expansion of CPEC
(China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor) framework including coopera-
tion in agriculture, industrial and
socioeconomic sectors will be dis-
cussed,” Bakhtyar said, talking to
Ambassador of China Yao Jing in a
meeting. Deputy Chairman Planning
Commission Jehanzeb Khan, Secre-
tary Planning Zafar Hasan, and sen-
ior officials of the planning ministry
were also present in the meeting.

Planning minister said China is a
close and strategic partner of Pak-
istan and “bilateral partnership be-
tween the two countries will continue
to touch new heights in future”. “It is
in this backdrop that Prime Minister
Imran Khan is visiting China to fur-
ther promote bilateral trade and
commerce exchange,” an official
statement quoted the minister as say-
ing. Bakhtyar said CPEC offers
enormous potential to boost national
economy and reduce poverty. “The
pace of CPEC projects has acceler-
ated after the incumbent government
came into power.”

'The two dignitaries expressed confi-
dence that the visit of PM would fur-
ther strengthen friendship between
the two strategic partners. China ini-
tiated a series of infrastructure devel-

opment projects under the $60 bil-
lion CPEC framework, which is an
important part of Chinese Road and
Belt initiative. The majority of the
early harvest projects under CPEC
framework were related to power
sector.

Chinese Ambassador Jing appreci-
ated the minister for planning for
gearing up the momentum on
CPEC portfolio. He expressed satis-
faction on the pace of CPEC proj-

ects. “Ongoing phase of CPEC will
bring about socioeconomic benefits
for the welfare of the people of Pak-
istan.”
During the meeting, various CPEC
projects including development over
special economic zones, Mainline-I,
holding of the next joint cooperation
committee meeting which would be
held in Islamabad in November came
under discussion.

Courtesy: The News

Over 0.5m complaints resolved through
citizen portal
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The cabinet has been informed that
the federal government is leading
the provincial governments in re-
dressal of citizen complaints re-
ceived at Prime Minister’s Pakistan
Citizen Portal.

The cabinet was informed recently
that so far 1.173 million users had
registered themselves on the portal
with 100,300 inland users, 103,000
overseas Pakistanis and 4,000
foreigners.  Province-wise  data
reflects 568,000 users from Punjab,
284,000 from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, 137,000 from Sindh,
35,000 from Islamabad, 12,000
from Balochistan, 7,000 from Azad
Jammu and Kash-mir and 1,000
from Gilgit-Baltistan are registered
with the portal.

According to the report presented to
the cabinet, the federal government

had resolved 509,153 out of 553,125
complaints. In Punjab, 392,292
complaints were resolved with 88
per cent redressal rate. Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa secured 87pc on the
score card by resolving 100,635 out
of 116,050 complaints. In Islam-

abad, 9,909 complaints were
resolved out of 11,137. 'The
Balochistan government resolved
6,166 complaints out of 7,782,
securing 79pc redressal rate. The
Sindh government, however, lagged
behind all other governments with
merely 40pc redressal rate and could
only resolve 38,268 out of 95,894
complaints.

The cabinet was informed that out
of the 37,029 complaints that had
been pending since more than 90
days, 84pc complaints pertained to
the Sindh government.
Courtesy:Dawn

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa eyes new app to boost
tourism in province

[ i et T TN | S
A new smartphone application
launched by  the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) government is
aiming to facilitate the travels of
thousands of domestic and foreign
tourists as peace returns to the
province.

The app, which has been operational
since July 3, allows tourists visiting
KP to access information regarding
archaeological, adventure, religious
and cultural sites, as well as the con-
tact numbers of relevant depart-
ments, tour operators, hotels and
restaurants. Visitors using the app
can find trekking and backpacking
spots and locate tourist resorts, lakes,
rivers and waterfalls.

"We are making all-out efforts to at-
tract around 10 million foreign
tourists to KP during our five-year
government term," Senior Minister
for Sports and Tourism Muhammad

T = et

Atif Khan said at the launch event
in Peshawar. "More projects to pro-
mote tourism in KP are in the

pipeline.”

About 2 million tourists, including
many foreigners, visited different
parts of KP during the Eid ul Fitr
holidays, he said.

The new app, which is free to down-
load, offers a complete social-media
component that lets visitors interact
with other tourists and allows them
to share their experiences, according
to the KP Department of Tourism.

Tourists visiting KP are drawn by
the natural beauty of the province,
such as its green valleys, rivers, land-
scapes, snow-capped mountains,
waterfalls and streams, along with
its rich cultural heritage and archae-
ological sites.

Courtesy: BBC



CM Buzdar inaugurates dialysis unit at PKLI £V alloc?ltes 30.0 ’(.)00 euros to provide emergency
relief to victims of Sep 24 earthquake
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Punjab Chief Minister Usman
Buzdar visited Pakistan Kidney and
Liver Institute (PKLI) on Friday
and inaugurated dialysis unit.

The provincial government has
provided 36 dialysis machines to
the institution. Provincial Health
Minister Dr Yasmin Rashid also
accompanied the Chief Minister
during the visit.

CM Buzdar also visited various
parts of PKLI and inquired after
the health of admitted patients.
Speaking on the occasion, the chief
minister said that quality healthcare

facilities had been provided at the
PKLIL

He said remaining floors of the
hospital building would be com-
pleted by the end of the year while
six more operation theatres would
be made functional by the mid of
October.

He said that 475 beds would be
added after the completion of three
floors of the hospital. He assured
that resources would be provided
for improving the healthcare
system.

Courtesy:The Nation
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According to a press release issued
by the European Commission on
Friday, the funds, equivalent to
Rs51.4 million, will "address the
most pressing needs of around 3,000
vulnerable people in some of the
hardest-hit areas".

Additionally, it will ensure access to
clean water for the communities in
the affected areas with special atten-
tion being paid to those who are
most in need, including people with
limited sources of income.

AJK's Mirpur city suffered the most
damage from the 5.6 magnitude
earthquake, which left at least 38

people dead, over 500 injured and
damaged thousands of houses and
road infrastructure.

The European Commission press
release added that the EU funding
was being made available by the
European Civil Protection and
Humanitarian Aid  Operations
(ECHO) through its 'Small Scale
Response' mechanism, which was
described as a "global mechanism
which allows for rapid funding for
up to 300,000 euros for humanitar-
ian aid in countries affected by
natural and man-made disasters".
Courtesy:Dawn

UAE to invest $5bn in oil refinery project in Pakistan by end of 2019: report

The United Arab Emirates (UAE)
will invest $5 billion in an oil refin-
ery project in Pakistan by the end of
the year, Arab News reported.

In an interview with the publica-
tion, UAE Ambassador to Pakistan
Hamad Obaid Ibrahim Salem Al-
Zaabi said: "We are going to launch
very soon one of the biggest invest-
ments in a refinery project in Hub.

It is going to be a $5 billion invest-
ment between Mubadala Petroleum

Company of Abu Dhabi, Pak Arab
Refinery Limited (Parco) and
OMYV [OMV Pakistan Exploration
Gesellschaft]."

According to Arab News, Al-Zaabi
said the project was a result of
"extensive discussions" between

Mubadala Petroleum, Pakistan's

petroleum ministry as well as Parco

and OMV.a

"This project will show the strength
of UAE-Pakistan relations and how
the UAE is focusing on investment
in and future of Pakistan," he was
quoted as saying, adding that the
two nations were moving forward
on new projects and investment.

The UAE ambassador said that the
two governments were "finalizing

the minute details of this refinery
project”.
"Many meetings have taken place
regarding this project," he added,
sharing that a UAE delegation,
headed by the chief executive officer
of Mubadala Petroleum, had met
with the Board of Investment (Bol)
chairman and the petroleum minis-
ter during a visit to Pakistan a few
months ago.

Courtesy:Dawn




Uncovering secrets of mystery civilization

in Saudi Arabia

L. TH
A team of researchers is carrying
out the first in-depth archaeologi-
cal survey of part of Saudi Arabia,
in a bid to shed light on a mysteri-
ous civilization that once lived
there. The Nabataean culture left
behind sophisticated stone monu-
ments, but many sites remain unex-

plored.

The rock-strewn deserts of Al Ula
in Saudi Arabia are known for their
pitch-black skies, which allow
stargazers to easily study celestial
bodies without the problem of light

pollution.

But the region is becoming even
more attractive for archaeologists.

A long-lost culture known as the
Nabataean civilizations inhabited the
area starting from around 100 BC
and persisted for some 200 years.

Now, archaeologists are planning to
carry out the first in-depth survey
of a chunk of land here that's
roughly the size of Belgium.

The large international team of
more than 60 experts has started
work on an initial, two-year project
to survey the core area of 3,300 sq
km in north-western Saudi Arabia.
This is the first time such a large
area of scientifically uncharted t
erritory has been systematically
investigated.

Courtesy:BBC NEWS

Sri Lankan player lauds Pakistan as safe

country for cricket

Filled with joy on stunning victory
as his team completed a 3-0 clean-
sweep in Twenty20 series with
world number one Pakistan, Sri
Lanka's opening batsman
Danushka Gunathilaka shared his
experience to play in the cricket-
loving country.

At the end of a very special tour,
Gunathilaka said: "Pakistan is safe
to play cricket & their fans deserve
it!" He also commended the efforts
of Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)

for bringing back International
cricket to their peaceful nation. The
Sri Lankan board also lauded the
crowd for showing respect to the
visiting team.

Taking to twitter, the Gunathilaka
wrote: "End of a very special tour.
Kudos to @TheReal PCB for
bringing back intl cricket to their
fans.Great  hospitality. Excellent
security measures.Hope every other
country will visit here
Pakistan is safe to play cricket &

their fans deserve it!"

soon.

Sri Lanka Cricket also thanked
Pakistani cricket fans for their
support and tweeted: "It's a good
victory. Thanks to the Pakistan
crowd, they supported not just the
home team but us as well. "
Courtesy: Dawn

How model Ali Kureshi bagged his first role in Sar-
mad Khoosat's Zindagi Tamasha

"Sarmad saw my face on Facebook
and he asked his team to contact
me," revealed the model.

We've all been waiting on Zindagi
Tamasha ever since the first teaser
dropped and after the trailer, we're
all hyped up.

Model Ali Kureshi is also making
his acting debut in the film and
speaking to Images, he opened up
about his character.

Kureshi said, "My character is
Danish, he lives in Lahore and
belongs to a middle-class family
and he’s a very loving, kind and
supportive husband."

"Something happens in my wife
Sadaf's family and he supports her
and her family throughout the
movie. The story is about a Lahori
family and my father-in-law is a
famous Naat Khwan and he does
something which was not accepted
by the society."

(6

So how did Kureshi, who just
walked the ramp during L'Oreal
Paris Bridal Week a few days ago,
nab the role of Danish?

"Sarmad saw my face on Facebook
and he asked his team to contact
me," revealed Ali. "I saw their mes-
sage after a few days and shared my
contact."

"I did audition for the role, they
sent me a script that wasn't from
the movie and I did it. They got in
touch a week and a half later and
let me know that Sarmad wants to
meet me. He told me I was good
for the character and narrated the
story of his film."

Sarmad Khoosat's second directo-
rial has been written by Nirmal
Bano and produced by Kanwal
Khoosat.

Added Kureshi, "Working for
Sarmad and Khoosat films was a
great experience for me, and as you
know I've been doing modeling for
the last four years. Acting and
modelling are two very different
things and it was the first time I
acted in front of a camera [but]
they taught me how to act and how
to deliver dialogues. I learnt a lot
and all I can say is I thank them for

. . . "
showing immense trust in me.

There is no release date for Zindagi
Tamasha as of yet but Ali Kureshi
claims it will be out in a few
months.

Courtesy: DWAN



Sir Anwar Pervez: from driving buses to billion-dollar conglomerate

“Sometimes in my dreams the
happy ones, not nightmares I am
back in Bradford, driving a bus and
feeling content with life,” Sir Anwar
Pervez said, in a conversation with
Dawn at his group’s sprawling head-
quarters in the North West London
borough of Brent.

Even several decades after his bus-
driving days in the industrial city of
Bradford, Sir Anwar, the Pakistani-
origin British  billionaire who
founded the Bestway Group, still
says that his earliest memories of life
in the United Kingdom are his
fondest.

“I had nothing in Pakistan,” he said,
recalling the circumstances when he
left home at the age of 21.“I did my
matriculation, but my parents didn’t
have money to send me to university.
I used to work as a telephone oper-
ator for Rs96 a month and most of
my salary would be spent on anti-
malaria medication. It was a huge
problem then.”

After working as a bus conductor
and driver for about five years, Sir
Anwar said he started to save money
to bring his relatives to England.
One by one, his family members ar-
rived here in the early 60s, and their
incomes together made it possible to
dream of a business. In 1963, he
opened a retail store in Earl’s Court,
a specialist store which sold masala
and halal meat.

“I was making about Rs600 a week,
but I was only catering to a specialist
clientele. When I went to the high
street and saw the other shops, I re-
alised that what I was doing was
only catering to one per cent of the
market.”

This marked the beginning of the
entrepreneur’s journey in wholesale.
He delved into the business of the
cash and carry stores that today,
under the group’s wholesale banner,
are worth billions of pounds. More
retail units followed and by the early
1970s he had opened 10 general
food stores. The company moved
into wholesale in 1976 when its first
cash and carry warehouse was estab-
lished in Acton.

Sir Anwar credits his success to “99
per cent hard work and honesty”.

“One per cent is due to luck. How
else would a man like me, from a vil-

ML-I project worth $8.2b finalised: Sh
Rashid

Minister for Railways Sheikh
Rashid Ahmed Wednesday said
Pakistan had finalized with China
Main Line (ML-I) project a dual
railway track that would signifi-
cantly reduce travel time from
Peshawar to Karachi.

During meeting with Chinese
Minister for Transport Li Xiaopeng,
he said the project would prove to be
a great milestone and open up new
vistas of opportunities and progress
for Pakistan, a press release received
here from Beijing said.

The  minister said  China’s
investment of billions of dollars in
Pakistan was a great example of
trust between the two countries. In
the meeting matters of mutual

interest came under discussion and
ways to improve the system of Pak-
istan Railways were also discussed
at length.

Paying tribute to Prime Minister
Imran Khan on taking keen interest
in the ML-I project, Sheikh Rashid
said Chinese government and com-
panies were playing vital role to put
Pakistan Railways on the path of
progress and prosperity.

'The railway line would be completed
under the China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) project.

He said 1,872 kilometer dual track
would be laid between Peshawar to
Karachi under ML-I project and
the speed of the train would be

lage, reach where I am today? I was
lucky to have come here to have met
good people.”

'The company enjoys a reported 18pc
market share in the UK wholesale
sector, employing 4,500 people. Be-
yond wholesale it operates business
in cement, banking and pharmacy.

As the conversation turned back to
nightmares, Sir Anwar said: “Hon-
estly, the [former] chief justice and
press appear in my nightmares.”

He referred to retired CJP Saqib
Nisar who, through suo motu no-
tices, hit out at cement factories, in-
cluding the one owned by Sir
Anwar’s group.

The widely reported 2018 Katas Raj
case was hinged on the improper use
of groundwater by cement factories,
whom the judge had said were “de-
stroying the ecosystem”. Through his
characteristic harsh observations,
Justice Nisar had criticized Bestway
in particular. Eventually, the case was
closed when the factories were or-
dered to arrange their own water
supply. Additionally, United Bank
Limited, of which the group is a ma-
jority owner, was also dragged to
court when the then CJP had taken
notice of banks. Sir Anwar says the
case is pending before the Supreme
Court and has not seen much move-
ment since the judge retired.

| & \
enhanced to 160 km per hour.

He said after the completion of
ML-I the duration of the journey
between Peshawar to Karachi
would reduce to eight hours while
travel time between Lahore to
Rawalpindi would come down to
two and a half hours. Sheikh
Rashid said estimated cost of M-
I project would be $8.2 billion and

Sir Anwar hints at a high-level
meeting he had during those days
with an influential and powerful
personality in Pakistan. The meeting
was held so Sir Anwar could convey
his displeasure at being “unfairly tar-
geted” by the ex-CJP. “In Pakistan if
someone’s stomach is hurting, there
is only one doctor to go to. I did the
same, but nothing really came of it.
I'was told that my message would be
conveyed but the case is still pending
in court.”

Sir Anwar said that for a long time
he thought his message had not
been conveyed to the judge, but then
he realized it must have been deliv-
ered when Justice Nisar saw him at
an event and hinted that he know
Sir Anwar had complained about
him. Still, the businessman said he
got no relief.

When asked what Pakistan can do
to attract investment, Sir Anwar
said: “Business owners must pay
their taxes and stop paying bribes.”

He recalled how surprised he felt
when a prominent Pakistani busi-
nessman once bragged to him about
paying bribes. “I told him that in the
UK, if you say you paid a bribe you
would be arrested. Those giving
bribes should stop creating tempta-
tions for others.”

Courtesy: Dawn

it would be completed in five years.
The completion of ML-I would not
only put Pakistan Railways on the
right path but the project would be
as important as Gwadar Port in the
progress and prosperity of the
country, he added.

He said PC-I of the ML-I had sent to
Planning Division for further action.
Courtesy Dawn



PLBW 2019 recap: The celebrities that stunned on the runway this year

Bridal couture was in full swing last week as some
of Pakistan’s most celebrated designers showcased
their latest festive wear as at the PFDC Paris
L’Oreal Bridal Week (PLBW) 2019.

From Sania Maskatiya and Saira Shakira bring-
ing exquisite pastels to full bloom to HSY exud-
ing regal vibes in his accurately-named Empire
collection, there was some definite hits to take in-
spiration from for the upcoming winter wedding
Season.

Not only that but some of our favourite celebrities
shone like the stars on the runway as well. Think
Mawra Hocane, Maya Ali and Mansha Pasha
lighting up the ramp in some bespoke ensembles
and we couldn’t get enough. Let’s look at some of

the highlights of the PLBW weekend.

‘We think it’s only fitting to begin with renowned
designer Sania Maskatiya, who seems to do no
wrong. Her bridal collection boasted the perfect
fusion of soft pastels and modern silhouettes,
while not forgetting traditional her notes. The
collection, DILARA, did not disappoint with art

work in zardozi and resham accompanying

Meanwhile, designer duo Saira Shakira went for
florals and it was stunning! The Kali — A Bloom
collection incorporated an amalgamation of a va-
riety of crafts and ornamentation techniques
using sequins, elaborate hand embroideries and
3D embellishments. We can't forget the intricate
detailing using crystals, pearls, gota and sequins
in pastel hues against contrasting bright colors.
Keep an eye on this collection because we think

these kinds of styles will be on high trend this
wedding season.

'The actor closed the show looking like an actual
star in an embellished silver gown which was
heavily encrusted with sparkling crystals. We love
the flattering neckline and her braid, which ex-
udes soft femininity.

The designer brand certainly shook bridal couture
up and we adore it for that. Their Golestan col-
lection was uber modern but in all the right ways.
Think bright, vibrant and festive as rich fabrics
like tissue nets, velvet and hand-woven silk stood
out. A modern take on the old-fashioned gharara
teamed with a short shirt took the cake and is a
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piece to take inspiration from.

Sonia Azhar’s Timeless Pieces looked stunning
on Laal Kabootar starlet Mansha Pasha. The red
and gold heavily embroidered show-stopping
lehenga and halter blouse looked super striking.
Warrior queen vibes, anyone?

HSY cast a spell with Empire, drawing inspira-
tion from four influential empires — Ottoman,
Mughal, French Polynesian and Russian. The de-
signer travelled all year round in search of unique
motifs and incorporated them with age-old em-
broidery techniques using dhaga, reshamkora and
naqshikada. Mehreen Syed walked the ramp in a
perfectly regal deep red ensemble with gold
dhaga and resham embroidery paired with a con-
trasting burnt orange block-printed shawl fin-
ished with a chunky gold border.

Meanwhile, Maya Ali simply stunned in MNR
Design Studio, whose collection ChaharBagh
brought a Punjabi touch to the runway. Mohsin
Naveed Ranjha attempted to pay an ode to Is-
lamic art and architecture through his work.

Maya donned a double layered deep red lehenga
while her Parey Hut Love co-star, Sheheryar
Munawar, looked dapper in a matching deep red
kurta with straight pants and a short embroidered
full sleeves jacket.

Courtesy: Express Tribune
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