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GREENWICH WEB TV_COVID 19 TRANSMISSION

The advent of globaliza-
tion has transformed the 

concept of education, ex-
panding its horizons from a 
physical classroom unto the 
infinitude of the virtual realm, 
and so has been the case 
for knowledge-production 
processes. The emergence 
of cutting-edge technologi-

cal advancements have en-
hanced access to education 
as well as knowledge trans-
mission beyond bounds. 
COVID 19 has tested the 
metal of our online commu-
nication infrastructure but 
also paved way for innovation 
in both epistemic as well as 
dissemination approaches. 

Reckoning the fact that there 
is no definitive end line for 
COVID 19, Greenwich has 
been a pioneer in switching 
online maintaining the same 
diversity and quality of its 
programs.
Greenwich Web TV has 
started a series of programs 
to provide diverse content fo-

cusing academics, entertain-
ment as well as governance 
reforms. The programs em-
phasize the establishment 
of a civic infrastructure that 
mobilizes collective reflection 
and collaborative action to 
help mold societal conscious-
ness to the new normal amid 
and post COVID 19. 

The program featured 
Advocate Fakhrud-

din Valika from Columbia 
University; Ms. Namrah 
Zafar, an educationist 
and a former journalist 
with Herald; Mr. Naveed 

Ahmed Mughal, graduate 
from University of War-
wick and Student Provost 
at Greenwich Universi-
ty; and, Mr. Ali Jillani, 
a policy analyst who 
heads Diplomatic Affairs 

at Greenwich. The show 
focused on the socio-cul-
tural, economic and geo-
political dynamic amid & 
post COVID 19, and what 
could be some of the re-
form strategies for na-

tional as well as global 
communities. Mr. Umer 
Khan, VJ Greenwich Web 
TV, hosted the show invit-
ing participants to share 
their views on how the 
pandemic has affected 

The program featured Dr. 
Nadeem Malik from the 

University of Melbourne, 
Australia who is a renowned 
academician as well as au-
thor of several books. Mr. 
Umer Khan, VJ Greenwich 
Web TV hosted the show 
along with Mr. Ali Jillani, a 
development policy analyst 
who heads Diplomatic Af-
fairs at Greenwich Univer-
sity. The show emphasized 
the rejuvenation of social 
consciousness around 
COVID 19 to assess the op-
portunities that the pandem-
ic presents.
Dr. Nadeem Malik opined 
that the pandemic has shift-
ed the policy mindset that 
could change global gov-
ernance patterns for years 
to come. The renewed pol-
icy emphasis could mobi-
lize political will diverting 
financing in defensive ex-
penditures to key strategic 

sectors like health and ed-
ucation. Mr. Ali Jillani con-
textualized the argument 
that the pandemic has ex-
posed several governance 
flaws in presumably some 
of the best systemically effi-
cient countries in the world. 
Stockholm International 
Peace Research Institute 
(SIPRI) 2019 report reveals 
that the US spent US $731 
billion on defense whereas 
its readiness to deal with 
COVID proved to be awful; 
China's capability also was 
below par reckoning that it 
spent US $261 billion on de-
fense, and the story depicts 
a bleak picture of efficient 
health systems elsewhere 
also like in India with defen-
sive expenditures of US $71 
billion, Russia with US $65 
billion and Saudi Arabia with 
US $62 billion. The pandem-
ic comes across as a reality 
check for such countries to 
revamp their governance 
mechanisms focused on 
human development, some-
thing that the civil society 
has advocated for decades. 
Dr. Nadeem Malik shared 

that Global North could 
play a critical role in sur-
mounting COVID 19 chal-
lenge given the technical, 
technological and financial 
supremacy that the devel-
oped nations possess. The 
global policy makers need 
to adopt efficient strategies 
to bring meaningful change 
for the global community. He 
shared that the conscious 
tax payer in the West could 
mobilize the political will 
necessary to transform de-
velopment patterns around 
the world. The advents of 
globalization could be uti-
lized by the first world to 
reshape human condition 
using the advanced com-
munication infrastructure to 
rise above COVID 19. He 
also pressed the need for 
evidence-based advocacy 
in developing countries like 
Pakistan to help the govern-
ment deliver on efficient re-
forms in social development.
Mr. Ali Jillani added that 
more than being a question 
of capability, it is about re-
sponsibility reckoning that 
the developed nations have 

exploited global south for 
generations through colo-
nial maneuvers. Neo-impe-
rialism offers the room for 
multinational corporations 
to exploit both the communi-
ties as well as their environ-
ment without any due ac-
countability. Governments 
in the developing countries 
need to mobilize a collective 
resolve to rid themselves off 
the neo-liberal stranglehold 
by holding multinationals 
accountable for the costs 
to people and the planet in 
global south. He also shared 
that Karachi Research Chair 
- a policy think-tank affiliat-
ed with Greenwich Universi-
ty - is a vibrant force at the 
regional level pushing for a 
Regional Taxation Reform 
entity to help combat tax 
evasion and illicit financing 
from countries like Pakistan.
VJ Umer concluded the 
show with a promising note 
that the pandemic could 
prove to be the catalyst for 
perception change to en-
able global reforms which 
prioritize people and the 
planet ahead of profits.
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socio-cultural, econom-
ic and political function-
ing and what implications 
could it carry into the fu-
ture of the globe. 
Mr. Fakhruddin Valika 
shared that the pandemic 
has shaken the core of our 
governance mechanisms 
in health care provision in 
particular. At a larger lev-
el, the pandemic has ex-
posed several flaws in the 
modern state and presses 
the need for re-imagining 
the concept of State as 
we know it. The pandemic 
has offered a great oppor-
tunity for us to reassess 
the efficiency of our sys-
tems and mobilizing glob-
al cooperation to address 
broader issues of inequal-
ity, poverty & hunger, and 
climate change around 
the world has become 
pertinent than ever. Mr. 
Valika also alluded to the 
fact that the pandemic has 
enabled promotion of spe-
cific national cultures and 
modes of governance. For 
isntance, China's ability 
to take swift effective ad-
aptation measures was 
driven by the authoritarian 
nature of the state, con-
trary to the western lib-
eral democratic notions, 
brings forth a tug of war 
between political narra-
tives questioning the cre-
dentials of each mode of 

governance. So, the pan-
demic has made relevant 
questions like whether 
western liberal state is ef-
ficient enough or a rather 
authoritarian state is the 
answer for effective gov-
enrance?
Ms. Namrah Zafar shared 
that the pandemic has 
changed the education-
al landscape by taking it 
to the next level. It has 
taken us out of our com-
fort zone giving this cat-
alyzing push to transition 
online which was always 
planned but never sub-
stantiated. Ms. Zafar also 
shared that we were so 
used to the fast-paced 
life but the pandemic has 
jolted and it would take 
time to balance ourselves. 
In terms of economics, 
the vast inter linkages in 
trade through globaliza-
tion had increased inter-
dependence among na-
tions and the disruption of 
global supply chains urg-
es national self-reliance. 
For instance, most of the 
countries heavily depend-
ed on Chinese production 
from base to the most 
advanced technological 
products so the global po-
litical economy will under-
go a massive shift. 
Mr. Naveed Mughal 
shared that digitization 
has long been on the ra-

dar but never really incul-
cated into the convention-
al system of education. 
COVID 19 has forced shut 
down of schools around 
the world so digitization 
has become the only way 
out. Another aspect is the 
economic recession that 
could lead to higher in-
equality, higher drop out 
and an economic shock 
which can exacerbate the 
damage inflicting a huge 
cost on human welfare. 
It would require a con-
solidated effort for glob-
al governments to come 
together and change this 
challenge into opportuni-
ty, also recommended by 
a recent MIT study. The 
likes of IMF and World 
Bank have developed a 
framework to assess and 
formulate policies on cop-
ing, managing opportuni-
ty, and, accelerating ed-
ucation around the world. 
He also shared that the 
trade war between US and 
China will alter the growth 
trajectory of the world as it 
would create room for new 
players in producing man-
ufactured goods reshap-
ing the status quo. The 
COVID-triggered post-lib-
eral international order 
would also determine 
the course for US-China 
geopolitical rivalry with a 
bearing on uni to bi and 
multipolar reality in inter-
national affairs.
Mr. Ali Jillani shared we 
are approaching the pan-
demic as a disease but 
it also has a diagnostic 
potential in exposig the 
fundamental systemic 
flaws as well as offer cu-
rative insights for our long 
endured issues. For in-
stance, the assumed su-

premacy of United States 
with efficient governance 
sysetms in health care 
etc. was bitterly exposed 
by the pandemic where on 
the flipside it spent over 
US $730 billion in defense 
expenditures in 2019. So, 
questions like reinventing 
the State and where its 
loyalty as well as account-
ability lie become relevant. 
He opined that we should 
not get carried away by 
the MIT proposing the 
formation of a world gov-
ernment, notwithstand-
ing its scientific rigour or 
methodological exactitude 
building upto this proposi-
tion, but the political moti-
vation of such a narrative 
that promotes the con-
centration of power in the 
global status quo. Rather, 
the formation of global 
communities, mobilized 
by people-power, could 
be considered so power 
can be redistributed and 
accountability can be lo-
cated within the populace. 
Besides, it's long overdue 
that we synthesized the 
discourse to bring forth a 
reconciled pursuit of so-
cialist outcomes operat-
ing within the established 
democratic structures, 
i.e. democratic socialism, 
which is proven as a mo-
dality in the Scandinavian 
countries, and this pan-
demic could be the right 
time to switch modes for 
better.

VJ Umer Khan thanked 
the participants for such 
a stimulating discussion 
hoping that the young in-
telligentsia will come for-
ward to reshape national 
and global policy priorities 
for our future.
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In farewell briefing, Alice 
Wells has praised Islam-
abad’s support for the 
Afghan peace process 
and actions against mil-

itant groups, saying Is-
lamabad’s commitment to 
peace in the region has 
grown.
Praising Pakistan’s sup-

port for the Afghan peace 
process, outgoing Princi-
pal Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary of State for South 
and Central Asian Affairs 
Alice Wells on Wednes-
day said Islamabad had 
not only encouraged the 
Taliban to pursue peace, 
but had also taken ac-
tion against other militant 
groups and started dis-
mantling terror financing 
structures.

Recalling how the United 
States upped the pres-

sure on Pakistan to deliv-
er on its counter-terrorism 

expectations, the retiring 
senior diplomat said Pres-
ident Trump’s strategy for 
Afghanistan and South 
Asia unequivocally made 
it clear to Pakistan that it 
needed to take “decisive 
action” against groups, 
and the subsequent sus-
pension of security as-
sistance demonstrated 
Washington’s “resolve”.
“Since then we have seen 
constructive steps by Paki-
stan to encourage the Tali-
ban to advance the Afghan 
peace process. Pakistan 
has also taken initial steps 

U.S. DIPLOMAT PRAISES PAKISTAN’S SUPPORT FOR AFGHAN 
PEACE PROCESS

PAKISTAN ENDS COVID-19 LOCKDOWN EVEN AS INFECTIONS TICK HIGHER

COVID-19 infections in 
Pakistan trended high-

er in recent days and were 
approaching 50,000, offi-
cial data showed, with total 
deaths crossing 1,000, as 
the government remained 
unsure over the conse-
quences of its decision to 
end the nation’s lockdown.
Fearful of the economic 
and financial impact, and 
swayed by the acute hard-
ship suffered by millions of 
poor families, Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan has defend-
ed the lifting of the lockdown 
last week, saying the virus 
spread has been well below 
projections.

Education is the only major 
sector that remains closed.
“The ending of the lockdown 
doesn’t mean the threat is 
over,” Yasmeen Rashid, the 
health minister of Punjab, 
the country’s largest prov-
ince, said in an interview 
on Pakistani television on 
Wednesday, adding that 
people needed to adopt 
safety measures them-
selves.
How the mostly Muslim na-
tion of 207 million people 
behaves when the fasting 
month of Ramadan ends 
and festivities for Eid be-
gins, which is expected on 
Sunday or Monday, could 

influence the course of the 
contagion.
Usually Eid draws big 
crowds to malls and shops, 
and people travel in droves 
to reach their hometowns. 
While the government has 
advised people to act re-
sponsibly, and avoid going 
out for nonessential rea-
sons, there has been little 
mention of special precau-
tions needed over the festi-
val period.
For a country of Pakistan’s 
size, levels of testing re-
mains low at around 14,000 
a day. But Reuters calcu-
lations, using official data, 
suggest the infection rate 
has so far remained rela-
tively steady, with total infec-
tions doubling every 9 to 11 
days since April 1.
Doctors and experts fear 
Pakistan’s under-funded 
and creaking health care 
system if the contagion 
gathers more pace.
In the first 20 days of May, 
over 630 people have died, 
compared to around 380 in 
the entire month of April, 
data tabulated by Reuters 
shows. There were less than 

10 deaths in March.
The 32 deaths reported on 
Wednesday took the to-
tal to 1,017, a government 
website showed, making 
Pakistan the 25th country 
worldwide where the toll 
has crossed a thousand. On 
Tuesday, Pakistan reported 
the most deaths for a single 
day at 46.
Infections on Wednesday 
were reported at 2,193 – 
the second highest for a 
single day in the country – 
taking the total number of 
COVID-19 cases in Paki-
stan to 48,091.
Regardless of the final death 
toll, Pakistan expects to suf-
fer an awful human cost, as 
the government expects mil-
lions more of its people to 
fall into poverty.
The International Monetary 
Fund has forecast Paki-
stan’s economy will shrink 
1.5% this year, and the gov-
ernment is expected to miss 
major revenue and deficit 
targets, making it more de-
pendent on loans from mul-
tilateral lenders.
Sources:dailysabah.
com
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Hundreds of Indian 
Sikhs made a histor-

ic pilgrimage to Pakistan, 
crossing through a white 
gate to reach one of their 
religion’s holiest sites, after 
a landmark opening of the 
Kartarpur corridor on Sat-
urday.
Cheering Sikhs walked joy-
fully along the road from 
Dera Baba Nanak in India 
towards the new immigra-
tion hall that would allow 
them to pass through a se-
cure land corridor into Pa-
kistan. Some fathers ran, 
carrying their children on 
their shoulders.
Buses were waiting on the 
Pakistani side to carry them 
along the corridor to the 
shrine to Sikhism’s founder 
Guru Nanak, which lies in 
Kartarpur, a small town just 
four kilometres (2.5 miles) 
inside Pakistan where he is 
believed to have died.
“Generally people say that 
God is everywhere. But 
this walk feels like I’m go-

ing to directly 
seek bless-
ings from Guru 
Nanak,” Surjit 
Singh Bajwa 
told AFP as 
he walked to-
wards the cor-
ridor, crying as 
he spoke.
Pilgrims on 
both sides 
of the bor-
der hoped the 
corridor might 
herald a thaw 
in South Asian 
tensions.
Among the first 
pilgrims was former Indian 
Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh, who told Pakistani 
state media that it was a 
“big moment”.
Many believe it has hap-
pened now because of the 
friendship between Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, a 
World Cup winning crick-
eter-turned politician, 
and India’s Navjot Singh 

Sidhu — another cricket-
er-turned-politician.
Many were emotional, 
some in tears. Others 
posed for selfies before a 
giant gold-and silver-co-
loured kirpan, the dagger 
which Sikhs must carry 
with them at all times as an 
article of their faith.
“Life is short,” said one of 
the Indian pilgrims, Davin-
der Singh Wadah. “Every-

one has to go… so why 
not enjoy life and make this 
world a heaven, and I think 
this initiative is the begin-
ning of it. “
The opening comes just 
days ahead of the Guru 
Nanak’s 550th birthday on 
November 12 — an an-
niversary of huge signifi-
cance for the global Sikh 
community. Source – 
Dawn

PAKISTAN WELCOMES SCORES OF SIKH PILGRIMS TO 
GURDWARA DARBAR SAHIB IN LANDMARK CEREMONY

towards curtailing terrorist 
groups that threaten the 
region, such as arresting 
and prosecuting the LeT 
leader Hafiz Saeed and 
beginning to dismantle ter-

rorist financing structures,” 
she further said.
Amb Wells said that the 
US-Pakistan ties, espe-
cially bilateral trade, ex-
panded as Islamabad’s 

commitment to peace in 
the region grew.
She added that the peace 
process achieve success 
during the next five years.
However, regarding terror 

activities such as the re-
cent ones by Daesh, Wells 
said both the Afghan gov-
ernment and the Taliban 
should commonly fight 
such groups. The Nation

PAKISTANI MAN BAGS HIS 30TH GUINNESS WORLD RECORD

ISLAMABAD – Pakistani mar-
tial artist, Irfan Mehsood, 

has scored his 30th Guinness 
World Record with the latest 
record of most jumping jacks in 

one minute carry-
ing an 80 lb pack.
“I attempted the 
record in Dera 
Ismail Khan in 
January this year 
in which I did 70 
jumping jacks in 
one minute and 
broke the record 

of Silvio Sabba of Italy who had 
done 57 in a minute,” said Irfan, 
who hails from Ladha tehsil of 
South Waziristan.
Last month, Irfan broke four 

other records which included 
most knuckle push-ups (59) 
carrying 60 lb pack in one min-
ute, most side lunges (72) in 
a minute, most push-ups (39) 
on fingertips and carrying a 
60-lb pack in one minute and 
most push-ups (40) with one 
leg raised and carrying an 80-
lb pack in one minute. He also 
holds the record for most side 
lunges in one minute with 54 
lunges in total.
The other records he broke in-
cluded most full-contact knee 

strikes 87 in one minute us-
ing one leg; most full contact 
knee strikes 83 in one minute 
(alternate legs); most push-
ups (one leg raised, carrying a 
40-lb pack) 31 in one minute; 
Most push-ups (one leg raised 
and carrying an 80-lb pack) 
21 in one minute; most knuck-
le push-ups 25 (with one leg 
raised, carrying a 40-lb pack) in 
one minute; most thumb push-
ups 35 in one minute; Most Bo 
staff strikes 261 in one minute. 
Source – Daily Pakistan
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PAKISTAN HIRES THOUSANDS OF NEWLY-UNEMPLOYED LABORERS FOR 
AMBITIOUS 10 BILLION TREE-PLANTING INITIATIVE

Although the novel coro-
navirus pandemic has 

driven thousands of work-
ers into unemployment, the 
Pakistani government has 
found a way to provide jobs 
to their citizens while also 
reforesting the nation.
According to Reuters, Paki-
stan has created more than 
63,000 jobs for unemployed 
day laborers by relaunching 
the nation’s ambitious 10 
Billion Tree Tsunami cam-

paign.
The 5-year initiative, which 
was started by Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan back in 
2018, was temporarily shut 
down in mid-March as a 
result of the country’s quar-
antine. With thousands of 
agricultural workers facing 
unemployment amidst the 
lock downs, however, the 
program was relaunched 
earlier this month.
The laborers, who are still 

required to wear face masks 
and respect social distanc-
ing guidelines, are now be-
ing given daily living wages 
as “jungle workers” planting 
saplings and protecting the 
trees from fires and ille-
gal logging. The Pakistani 
government has reportedly 
been planting the major-
ity of these trees in rural, 
low-income areas where 
locals can benefit from the 
work.
The nation’s environmental 
ministers go on to say they 
hope to hire three times as 
many workers as last year 
in order to meet their goal of 
planting 20 million saplings 
by the end of 2020, bringing 
the project’s total to 50 mil-
lion trees.
This is not the first time that 
the nation has made head-
lines for planting trees; the 
10 Billion Tree Tsunami is 
a continuation of another 

extensive tree-planting gov-
ernment effort which result-
ed in more than 300,000 
new jobs and millions of 
saplings planted across the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa prov-
ince back in 2017.
Now Malik Amin Aslam, 
who is the climate change 
adviser for the prime minis-
ter, told Reuters that legisla-
tors hope to continue using 
the pandemic as a tool to 
ramp up their efforts against 
climate change.
“This tragic crisis provid-
ed an opportunity and we 
grabbed it,” Aslam told the 
news outlet in a phone inter-
view. “Nurturing nature has 
come to the economic res-
cue of thousands of people.”
This is just one of many 
positive stories and updates 
that are coming out of the 
COVID-19 news coverage 
Source – Good News 
Network

Rez is the first Pakistani 
to make it on the global 

Top 20 ECDs list.
With over 400 awards under 
his belt over a 20-year ca-
reer, Ali Rez, Regional ECD, 
Middle East & Pakistan, 
BBDO Worldwide, has been 
listed on the World Creative 
Rankings’ Global Top 20 Ex-
ecutive Creative Directors 
list 2020. The World Cre-
ative Rankings (WCR) is 
“the definitive guide to the 
advertising industry’s most 

creative brands, agencies, 
and people”. According to 
Rez, in order to shortlist an 
ECD for the prestigious list, 
WCR collates data by re-
viewing large bodies of work 
exhibited in shows over a 
period of time.
Rez believes that this is not 
only a milestone for himself 
and BBDO but for Pakistan 
as well, as it is the first time 
the country has shown up 
on the list. Elaborating on 
how he (and BBDO) usu-
ally manage to gain inter-
national recognition, Rez 
says “BBDO is all about the 
work. We put everything 
into it; heart, soul, sweat, 
coffee. We uncover specif-
ic human truths add some 
magic and constantly ask 
ourselves whether it’s the 

best possible solution. This 
is not a team that settles for 
the easy solution. We don’t 
think an idea is big enough 
unless it scares us.”
The top three ECDs listed 
on the 2020 WRC include 
Adrian Botan from McCann 
Worldgroup, Alex Grieve 
from AMV BBDO and Adri-
an Rossi from Grey London. 
Accoding to Rez, Grieve 
is “an absolute inspira-
tion” highlighting his work 
for Snickers, Libresse and 
Guinness as “truly outstand-
ing and culture-defining.” He 
adds that “Tim Gordon from 
Droga5 (#9 on the list) is an-
other superstar. These are 
people who go beyond mak-
ing successful advertising 
that lifts brands: they make 
un-ignorable art that influ-

ences people to greatness.”
Commenting on the future, 
Rez says the most import-
ant thing is to survive the 
current climate. “We don’t 
know where the world is 
headed, and I am sad for 
the negative impact this 
pandemic has had on so 
many people’s lives. I have 
always tried to focus on ad-
vertising as a force for good, 
and for helping people’s 
lives improve, so perhaps 
this would be a good spring-
board to double down on 
this. Nobody knows where 
they will end up, so it’s good 
to keep our heads down and 
focus on where creativity 
can lead us to, and how it 
can make the world a better 
place.”   Source – Aurora

ALI REZ ACHIEVES ANOTHER MILESTONE FOR PAKISTAN
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KARACHI UNIVERSITY TEAM IDENTIFIES POTENTIAL DRUGS FOR 
COVID-19 TREATMENT

A team of researchers 
from University of Kara-

chi’s (KU) Dr Panjwani Cen-
tre for Molecular Medicine 
and Drug Research (PCMD) 

has identified multiple drugs 
that could be effective for 
treating Covid-19.
According to a statement 
issued by KU’s International 
Centre for Chemical and Bi-
ological Sciences (ICCBS), 
under which PCMD func-
tions, on Sunday, the team, 
under the supervision of Dr 
Zaheerul Haq Qasmi and Dr 
Reazud Din, employed com-
putational technology and 

initiated a study for the pur-
pose in February this year.
Published in the ‘Journal of 
Biomolecular Structure and 
Dynamic’, the study identi-
fies Remdesivir, Saquinavir, 
Darunavir and two natu-
rally occurring compounds 
as possible drugs to com-
bat coronavirus-triggered 
Covid-19.
Notably, Remdesivir was 
earlier found effective 

against the infection during 
an international drug trial 
and since then, has been 
under use for experimental 
Covid-19 treatment.
Lauding this achievement, 
KU vice-chancellor Dr Kha-
lid Mehmood Iraqi, sci-
entist Dr Attaur Rahman 
and ICCBS head Dr Iqbal 
Choudhry congratulated the 
team. Source: The Ex-
press Tribune

TWO PAKISTANIS SHORTLISTED FORCOMMONWEALTH YOUTH AWARDS

Two Pakistanis were 
among 16 innovators, 

activists and entrepreneurs 
from 12 countries that 
have been shortlisted for 
the Commonwealth Youth 
Awards 2020, organisers 
said on Thursday.
A pan-Commonwealth judg-
ing panel met last week and 
selected the top individuals 
in each of the award’s four 
regional categories.
This year, the awards re-
ceived more than 500 en-
tries from 40 countries. Of 
those shortlisted, the top 
candidate from each region 
will be named as a regional 
winner. One of these four re-
gional winners will become 
the Commonwealth Young 
Person of the Year 2020.
All 16 finalists will each re-
ceive a trophy, a certificate 
and £1,000 to expand the 
scope of their projects.
Jaya Rajwani, who is the 
technical lead for ‘Aurat 
Raaj’; a social enterprise 
which creates technolo-
gy-based products and ser-
vices to educate girls on 
health, hygiene and safety, 
was among the Pakistanis 
shortlisted for the awards in 
the Gender Equality cate-
gory, according to the Com-
monwealth Secretariat’s 

press release.
She has led the develop-
ment of the enterprise’s 
chat-bot, a tool which uses 
artificial intelligence to pro-
vide young girls with acces-
sible and non-judgmental 
information on reproductive 
health.
“Jaya’s work has seen the 
ongoing development of the 
chat-bot to include local lan-
guages and videos while in-
school training workshops 
have helped increase the 
tool’s reach and impact”, 
said the press release.
Hafiz Usama Tanveer – the 
founder of ‘PakVitae’; a so-
cial enterprise that produc-
es and supplies water treat-
ment products to provide 
clean and accessible drink-
ing water to rural communi-
ties and refugee camps in 
Pakistan – was shortlisted 
in the Clean Water and San-
itation category.
PakVitae has so far reached 
over 11,000 people in-
cluding victims of the Ker-
ala flood, Afghan refugee 
camps and remote schools 
in rural areas.
The regional winners will 
each earn a trip to London 
to attend the awards cer-
emony on 11 March 2020 
and will receive £3,000. The 

overall pan-Commonwealth 
winner will take home a total 
of £5,000.
The judging panel included 
high commissioners, devel-
opment experts and youth 

leaders from across the 
Commonwealth.
The awards recognise out-
standing young people 
whose innovative projects 
have made a real impact 
in helping their countries 
achieve the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDG).
The Commonwealth’s head 
of social policy development 
Layne Robinson said: “Their 
talent paired with tangible 
solutions sends a strong 
signal that they should be 
equal partners in the devel-

opment agenda, not passive 
allies.
“With now only 10 years 
remaining to implement 
the 2030 Agenda for Sus-
tainable Development, the 

Commonwealth takes great 
pleasure in bringing these 
young people’s invaluable 
efforts to the global stage 
so their leadership can in-
spire others and accelerate 
meaningful youth participa-
tion.”
Other finalists for the Com-
monwealth youth awards 
are from Nigeria, Uganda, 
Tanzania, Kenya, Bangla-
desh, India, Guyana, Can-
ada, Jamaica, Fiji and Sa-
moa. Source – Express 
Tribune
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Adnan Ali, the CEO of Avanza 
Premier Payment Services 

(APPS) won the “Excellence in 
Finance Leaders”, award for his 
significant contribution towards 
the financial sector, at the FiNext 
Conference, held in Dubai on 
February 26 & 27, 2020. The 
award is not just an individual 
win, but a milestone for Paki-
stan, as it signifies recognition of 
domestic entities and talent on 
international forums.

FiNext Awards are one of the 
most prestigious awards in the 
world of finance where leading 
companies such as CareemPay, 
PayPal, Paytm and Dwolla have 
either participated in the confer-
ence or won the same award 
previously in Las Vegas in 2018 
and in Singapore and Orlando in 
2019. Short-listing of the award 
nominees was conducted by 
FiNext’s team in USA, the nomi-
nees included 25 Pakistanis and 

numerous global entrepreneurs.
Adnan Ali has 18 years of di-
versified experience and is 
considered to be a visionaryin 
leveraging innovation and tech-
nology. He has many accolades 
to his name, such as launch-
ing Pakistan’s first Co-Branded 
loyalty card with Dolmen Mall, 
envisaging the first real-time 
mutual funds redemption Visa 
debit card in Pakistan, working 
closely with Government of Pa-

kistan, regulators and the World 
Bank to conceive G2P program 
for Benazir Income Support Pro-
gram.
Source – Business Recorder

PAKISTANI FINTECH ENTREPRENEUR WINS AWARD

A US pharmaceutical firm 
has signed agreements 

with drug makers in South 
Asia to expand supply of the 
drug remdesivir for treating 
Covid-19.
The agreement between Gil-
ead and five generic pharma-
ceutical companies in India 
and Pakistan will help make 
the medicine for 127 countries.
Remdesivir cut the duration 
of symptoms from 15 days to 
11 in clinical trials at hospitals 
around the world.
The antiviral drug was origi-
nally developed as an Ebola 
treatment.
It works by attacking an en-
zyme that a virus needs in or-
der to replicate inside our cells.
Under the licensing agree-
ment, the five companies have 
the “right to receive a technol-
ogy transfer of the Gilead man-
ufacturing process for remde-
sivir to enable them to scale 
up their production quickly”, a 

statement from Gilead said.
The licences would be royal-
ty-free until the World Health 
Organization (WHO) de-
clares the end of the public 
health emergency arising out 
of Covid-19, or until another 
pharmaceutical product or a 
vaccine is approved to treat or 
prevent the disease, the state-
ment said.
The agreements allow the Cip-
la Limited, Ferozsons Labora-
tories, Hetero Labs Ltd, Jubi-
lant Lifesciences and Mylan to 
manufacture the drug.
The managing director of 
the privately-owned Hyder-
abad-based Hetero Labs told 
the BBC that it is “too early” 
to determine the pricing of the 
drug and when the manufac-
ture will begin.
“Things will be clearer by 
June. We anticipate controlled 
usage [of the drug] through 
government institutions. Our 
main aim is that India should 
be self-sufficient in the drug if 
India chooses to use it,” Vamsi 
Krishna Bandi said.
The $1bn firm is one of the 
world’s largest producers of 
anti-retroviral drugs, supplying 

to nearly five million patients of 
HIV-Aids. Hetero Labs makes 
some 300 products at 36 man-
ufacturing facilities worldwide.
Indian medical science and 
drug control authorities will 
have to first decide how they 
want to use the drug on pa-
tients.
A senior scientist at the Indian 
Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR) has said that it will con-
sider using the drug if Indian 
firms are able to make it.
“Initial data based on an obser-
vational study shows that the 
drug is effective. We will wait for 
the results from the WHO soli-
darity trial and also see if some 
other companies can work on 
this to proceed further,” Raman 
Gangakhedkar said.
The clinical trial of remdesivir 
was run by the US National In-
stitute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases (NIAID) in which 
1,063 people took part. Some 
patients were given the drug 
while others received a place-
bo.
D Anthony Fauci who runs the 
NIAID said: “The data shows 
remdesivir has a clear-cut, sig-
nificant, positive effect in dimin-

ishing the time to recovery.”
He said the results proved “a 
drug can block this virus” and 
were “opening the door to the 
fact that we now have the ca-
pability of treating” patients.
The impact on deaths, though, 
is not as clear-cut. The mortali-
ty rate was 8% in people given 
remdesivir and 11.6% in those 
given a placebo, but this result 
was not statistically significant, 
meaning scientists cannot tell if 
the difference is real.
The BBC’s health and science 
correspondent James Gallagh-
er says it is also not clear who 
is benefiting from the drug and 
poses a few questions.
Is it allowing people who would 
have recovered anyway to do 
so more quickly? Or is it pre-
venting people from needing 
treatment in intensive care? 
Did the drug work better in 
younger or older people? Or 
those with or without other dis-
eases? Do patients have to be 
treated early when the virus is 
thought to peak in the body?
These will be important factors 
when the full details are even-
tually published, our corre-
spondent says.BBC NEWs

REMDESIVIR: FIVE INDIAN AND PAKISTANI FIRMS TO MAKE DRUG TO ‘FIGHT CORONAVIRUS’


